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... we get to know the village of the
Rodrigues family through the family
relationships of our UNIFAP project
partner in Macapa, Prof Ana K. Rodrigues.
The village impresses with its clear urban
settlement structure consisting of 9 houses,
a church, a small school, a football pitch
and, since September 2024, a new large
school that provides schooling for a larger
catchment area. Fishing, timber extraction
and the harvesting of acai are the main
sources of income for the residents from four
different generations.

The village is organised along a footbridge,
the ‘ponte’, which runs parallel to the river.
Perpendicular to this are the ‘trapiche’,
jetties leading to and into the water, which
lead directly to the small boats. The houses
with loggias and verandas are orientated
towards the ponte. Behind them, various
rooms are lined up along a corridor. The
kitchen is positioned across the entire width
of the

house and its air-permeable

board panelling ensures a constant exchange
of air.

Ventilation and shading are key features of
the architecture on the Amazon. Instead of
window glass, shutters with louvres let in
light and air. The roofs are cantilevered to
protect the facades not only from rain but
also from the sun. Loggias form shaded
spaces to spend time during the day and in
the twilight hours. The fagades and interiors
are often painted in colour and take up
numerous metaphors from shipbuilding.
The pile dwellings respond to the location:

‘O rio commanda a vida’

‘The river determines life’.The family
relationships allow us to experience the
everyday life of the Ribeirinhos, the
inhabitants of the Amazon, at first hand. To
sleep, we retire to ‘our’ Amazon steamer,
which is moored at the main jetty.

The nights on board in the hammock, close
together and yet alone, not only reveal the
breathtaking beauty of the rainforest from
the water, but also represent a journey
through time and history: a completely
different world, foreign and unknown

to everyone! And yet a distance that
simultaneously creates so much closeness
that the experience leaves such a deep
impression on us that there are actually no
words for it.
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The shared journey, new encounters, blue
table talks, as much as

discussions among and working together

in internationally mixed groups enable new
perspectives which hopefully transcend

our known horizons. Proceeding this way
architecture can be experienced in its
cultural, social, historical and geographical
context.

flying classroom enables an encounter on eye
level.

flying classroom seeks a Socratic way of
approach and discussion.

flying classroom stands for an intercultural
dialogue.
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