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on-site-appointm
ent». Every space, inside 

or outside, in the m
iddle of now

here or 
in the labyrinth of a city w

ill becom
e an 

outstanding teaching space. flying classroom
 

learns in situ as w
ell as from

 the site itself.
2_blue | green table talks : The personal 
encounter and the dialogue on eye level, 
sitting together at the blue table are 
fundam

ental to flying classroom
. W

hilst 
hoosing a space for the table, the site 
becom

es a lecture hall allow
ing to invite 

to dive deeply into the respective cultural 
understanding of space.
1_journey : A

 journey m
eans leaving the 

com
fort zone and opening up to the unknow

n 
to rethink the w

ell-know
n. Erich K

ästner 
w

rites: „The teaching m
ethod becom

es an 

our hosts as blue table guests. M
eeting 

personalities from
 different professions, 

m
eans to learn about their background, 

their m
otivation, their w

ay of thinking and 
w

orking.
3_learn to see: to transform

 : Learning to 
see through the eyes of the other w

ith respect 
and dedication. Focusing on a contem

porary 
topic of the local architectural discussing 
or highlighting the G

enius Loci in sm
all 

projects is a m
ethod to transform

 ow
n 

In 2012, flying classroom
 w

as founded as 
a cooperation betw

een Escola da C
idade 

Sao Paulo and H
TW

G
 K

onstanz. For 10 
years, students and teachers from

 different 
cultures have travelled, w

orked and lived 
together every year to discover new

 things 
and at the sam

e tim
e learn to see through the 

eyes of the other. A
n exchange at eye level 

evolved, w
eaving a w

eb of relationships 
and friendships. Flying classroom

 is based 
on the shared principle that space m

ust be 
experienced w

ith all t the senses and that 
architectural education is fundam

entally 
Socratic. W

e seek dialogue and exchange not 
only w

ith other cultures, but w
ant to learn 

on site from
 the locality itself and thus try 

experiences into an architectural language 
and thus enhancing the ow

n toolbox.
4_archive of m

em
ory : Stands for 

intercultural learning to discover «the 
foreign» and to recognise the fam

iliar and 
the ow

n roots at the sam
e tim

e: building up 
an archive of m

em
ory in m

ixed international 
groups m

eans to question the personal view
 

and integrate it in a collective m
em

ory.
5_com

m
unity : Living and w

orking together 
opens the possibility of delving deeply 
into the daily life and experiencing the 
local culture from

 w
ithin. The intensity of 

shared m
om

ents creates friendships across 
national borders and lays the foundation 
for a sustainable personal netw

ork and 

the colours 
of our 
nations 
create the 
annual flag 
of the flying 
classroom
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The flying classroom

 is back! w
ith a new

 
topic, ‘H

A
B

ITAT’, students and professors 
traveled the A

m
zone region.
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Look up on w

hat’s behind the clim
ate and 

culture together : betw
een know

ledge and 
facts.
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The m

ore w
e travel the m

ore w
e learn : find 

out m
ore about the bioclim

atics elem
ents in 

construction.
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U
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D

ive into the m
odern architecture to 

understand our standards and w
ay of 

thinking, from
 Le C

orbusier to B
ratke.
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 page 4&
6

3 w
eeks of traveling : from

 B
elem

 to 
Serra do N

avio
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 page 6 

To get to know
 the construction principle to 

learn for tom
orrow...

... w
e get to know

 the village of the 
R

odrigues fam
ily through the fam

ily 
relationships of our U

N
IFA

P project 
partner in M

acapá, Prof A
na K

. R
odrigues. 

The village im
presses w

ith its clear urban 
settlem

ent structure consisting of 9 houses, 
a church, a sm

all school, a football pitch 
and, since Septem

ber 2024, a new
 large 

school that provides schooling for a larger 
catchm

ent area. Fishing, tim
ber extraction 

and the harvesting of açaí are the m
ain 

sources of incom
e for the residents from

 four 
different generations.

The village is organised along a footbridge, 
the ‘ponte’, w

hich runs parallel to the river. 
Perpendicular to this are the ‘trapiche’, 
jetties leading to and into the w

ater, w
hich 

lead directly to the sm
all boats. The houses 

w
ith loggias and verandas are orientated 

tow
ards the ponte. B

ehind them
, various 

room
s are lined up along a corridor. The 

kitchen is positioned across the entire w
idth 

of the  
house and its air-perm

eable 
board panelling ensures a constant exchange 
of air. 
Ventilation and shading are key features of 
the architecture on the A

m
azon. Instead of 

w
indow

 glass, shutters w
ith louvres let in 

light and air. The roofs are cantilevered to 
protect the façades not only from

 rain but 
also from

 the sun. Loggias form
 shaded 

spaces to spend tim
e during the day and in 

the tw
ilight hours. The façades and interiors 

are often painted in colour and take up 
num

erous m
etaphors from

 shipbuilding.
The pile dw

ellings respond to the location:  

‘O
 rio com

m
anda a vida’ 

‘The river determ
ines life’.The fam

ily 
relationships allow

 us to experience the 
everyday life of the R

ibeirinhos, the 
inhabitants of the A

m
azon, at first hand. To 

sleep, w
e retire to ‘our’ A

m
azon steam

er, 
w

hich is m
oored at the m

ain jetty. 
The nights on board in the ham

m
ock, close 

together and yet alone, not only reveal the 
breathtaking beauty of the rainforest from

 
the w

ater, but also represent a journey 
through tim

e and history: a com
pletely 

different w
orld, foreign and unknow

n 
to everyone! A

nd yet a distance that 
sim

ultaneously creates so m
uch closeness 

that the experience leaves such a deep 
im

pression on us that there are actually no 
w

ords for it.
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The shared journey, new
 encounters, blue 

table talks, as m
uch as

discussions am
ong and w

orking together 
in internationally m

ixed groups enable new
 

perspectives w
hich hopefully transcend 

our know
n horizons. Proceeding this w

ay 
architecture can be experienced in its 
cultural, social, historical and geographical 
context.
flying classroom

 enables an encounter on eye 
level. 
flying classroom

 seeks a Socratic w
ay of 

approach and discussion. 
flying classroom

 stands for an intercultural 
dialogue.

«W
hen w

e travel, w
e are like a film

 at the 
m

om
ent of exposure; it is our m

em
ory 

that will develop the experience»
M

ax Frisch 1911-1991
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on-site-appointm
ent». Every space, inside 

or outside, in the m
iddle of now

here or 
in the labyrinth of a city w

ill becom
e an 

outstanding teaching space. flying classroom
 

learns in situ as w
ell as from

 the site itself.
2_blue | green table talks : The personal 
encounter and the dialogue on eye level, 
sitting together at the blue table are 
fundam

ental to flying classroom
. W

hilst 
hoosing a space for the table, the site 
becom

es a lecture hall allow
ing to invite 

to dive deeply into the respective cultural 
understanding of space.
1_journey : A

 journey m
eans leaving the 

com
fort zone and opening up to the unknow

n 
to rethink the w

ell-know
n. Erich K

ästner 
w

rites: „The teaching m
ethod becom

es an 

our hosts as blue table guests. M
eeting 

personalities from
 different professions, 

m
eans to learn about their background, 

their m
otivation, their w

ay of thinking and 
w

orking.
3_learn to see: to transform

 : Learning to 
see through the eyes of the other w

ith respect 
and dedication. Focusing on a contem

porary 
topic of the local architectural discussing 
or highlighting the G

enius Loci in sm
all 

projects is a m
ethod to transform

 ow
n 

In 2012, flying classroom
 w

as founded as 
a cooperation betw

een Escola da C
idade 

Sao Paulo and H
TW

G
 K

onstanz. For 10 
years, students and teachers from

 different 
cultures have travelled, w

orked and lived 
together every year to discover new

 things 
and at the sam

e tim
e learn to see through the 

eyes of the other. A
n exchange at eye level 

evolved, w
eaving a w

eb of relationships 
and friendships. Flying classroom

 is based 
on the shared principle that space m

ust be 
experienced w

ith all t the senses and that 
architectural education is fundam

entally 
Socratic. W

e seek dialogue and exchange not 
only w

ith other cultures, but w
ant to learn 

on site from
 the locality itself and thus try 

experiences into an architectural language 
and thus enhancing the ow

n toolbox.
4_archive of m

em
ory : Stands for 

intercultural learning to discover «the 
foreign» and to recognise the fam

iliar and 
the ow

n roots at the sam
e tim

e: building up 
an archive of m

em
ory in m

ixed international 
groups m

eans to question the personal view
 

and integrate it in a collective m
em

ory.
5_com

m
unity : Living and w

orking together 
opens the possibility of delving deeply 
into the daily life and experiencing the 
local culture from

 w
ithin. The intensity of 

shared m
om

ents creates friendships across 
national borders and lays the foundation 
for a sustainable personal netw

ork and 

the colours 
of our 
nations 
create the 
annual flag 
of the flying 
classroom

FLY
IN

G
 C

L
A

SSR
O

O
M

 page 1
The flying classroom

 is back! w
ith a new

 
topic, ‘H

A
B

ITAT’, students and professors 
traveled the A

m
zone region.

C
L

IM
AT

E
 &

 C
U

LT
U

R
E

 page 2
Look up on w

hat’s behind the clim
ate and 

culture together : betw
een know

ledge and 
facts.

B
IO

C
L

IM
AT

IC
S E

L
E

M
E

N
T

S page 3
The m

ore w
e travel the m

ore w
e learn : find 

out m
ore about the bioclim

atics elem
ents in 

construction.

W
R

IT
T

E
N

 &
 B

U
IL

D
 U

P page 2
D

ive into the m
odern architecture to 

understand our standards and w
ay of 

thinking, from
 Le C

orbusier to B
ratke.

IL
H

A
 D

O
 M

A
R

A
JO

 page 4&
6

3 w
eeks of traveling : from

 B
elem

 to 
Serra do N

avio

TO
O

L
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R
 T

H
E

 FU
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U
R

E
 page 6 

To get to know
 the construction principle to 

learn for tom
orrow...

... w
e get to know

 the village of the 
R

odrigues fam
ily through the fam

ily 
relationships of our U

N
IFA

P project 
partner in M

acapá, Prof A
na K

. R
odrigues. 

The village im
presses w

ith its clear urban 
settlem

ent structure consisting of 9 houses, 
a church, a sm

all school, a football pitch 
and, since Septem

ber 2024, a new
 large 

school that provides schooling for a larger 
catchm

ent area. Fishing, tim
ber extraction 

and the harvesting of açaí are the m
ain 

sources of incom
e for the residents from

 four 
different generations.

The village is organised along a footbridge, 
the ‘ponte’, w

hich runs parallel to the river. 
Perpendicular to this are the ‘trapiche’, 
jetties leading to and into the w

ater, w
hich 

lead directly to the sm
all boats. The houses 

w
ith loggias and verandas are orientated 

tow
ards the ponte. B

ehind them
, various 

room
s are lined up along a corridor. The 

kitchen is positioned across the entire w
idth 

of the  
house and its air-perm

eable 
board panelling ensures a constant exchange 
of air. 
Ventilation and shading are key features of 
the architecture on the A

m
azon. Instead of 

w
indow

 glass, shutters w
ith louvres let in 

light and air. The roofs are cantilevered to 
protect the façades not only from

 rain but 
also from

 the sun. Loggias form
 shaded 

spaces to spend tim
e during the day and in 

the tw
ilight hours. The façades and interiors 

are often painted in colour and take up 
num

erous m
etaphors from

 shipbuilding.
The pile dw

ellings respond to the location:  

‘O
 rio com

m
anda a vida’ 

‘The river determ
ines life’.The fam

ily 
relationships allow

 us to experience the 
everyday life of the R

ibeirinhos, the 
inhabitants of the A

m
azon, at first hand. To 

sleep, w
e retire to ‘our’ A

m
azon steam

er, 
w

hich is m
oored at the m

ain jetty. 
The nights on board in the ham

m
ock, close 

together and yet alone, not only reveal the 
breathtaking beauty of the rainforest from

 
the w

ater, but also represent a journey 
through tim

e and history: a com
pletely 

different w
orld, foreign and unknow

n 
to everyone! A

nd yet a distance that 
sim

ultaneously creates so m
uch closeness 

that the experience leaves such a deep 
im

pression on us that there are actually no 
w

ords for it.
Vocriam

 patum
, ne clegerum
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ei publii cluterris hintertil 
hoctum

 ocurios triocupio pero, utustiem
, que 

dit verm
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The shared journey, new
 encounters, blue 

table talks, as m
uch as

discussions am
ong and w

orking together 
in internationally m

ixed groups enable new
 

perspectives w
hich hopefully transcend 

our know
n horizons. Proceeding this w

ay 
architecture can be experienced in its 
cultural, social, historical and geographical 
context.
flying classroom

 enables an encounter on eye 
level. 
flying classroom

 seeks a Socratic w
ay of 

approach and discussion. 
flying classroom

 stands for an intercultural 
dialogue.

«W
hen w

e travel, w
e are like a film

 at the 
m

om
ent of exposure; it is our m

em
ory 

that will develop the experience»
M

ax Frisch 1911-1991
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ost natural thing, but to really see in the sense of 
discovering and observing little things, of understanding an inner logic or hidden 
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on-site-appointm
ent». Every space, inside 

or outside, in the m
iddle of now

here or 
in the labyrinth of a city w

ill becom
e an 

outstanding teaching space. flying classroom
 

learns in situ as w
ell as from

 the site itself.
2_blue | green table talks : The personal 
encounter and the dialogue on eye level, 
sitting together at the blue table are 
fundam

ental to flying classroom
. W

hilst 
hoosing a space for the table, the site 
becom

es a lecture hall allow
ing to invite 

to dive deeply into the respective cultural 
understanding of space.
1_journey : A

 journey m
eans leaving the 

com
fort zone and opening up to the unknow

n 
to rethink the w

ell-know
n. Erich K

ästner 
w

rites: „The teaching m
ethod becom

es an 

our hosts as blue table guests. M
eeting 

personalities from
 different professions, 

m
eans to learn about their background, 

their m
otivation, their w

ay of thinking and 
w

orking.
3_learn to see: to transform

 : Learning to 
see through the eyes of the other w

ith respect 
and dedication. Focusing on a contem

porary 
topic of the local architectural discussing 
or highlighting the G

enius Loci in sm
all 

projects is a m
ethod to transform

 ow
n 

In 2012, flying classroom
 w

as founded as 
a cooperation betw

een Escola da C
idade 

Sao Paulo and H
TW

G
 K

onstanz. For 10 
years, students and teachers from

 different 
cultures have travelled, w

orked and lived 
together every year to discover new

 things 
and at the sam

e tim
e learn to see through the 

eyes of the other. A
n exchange at eye level 

evolved, w
eaving a w

eb of relationships 
and friendships. Flying classroom

 is based 
on the shared principle that space m

ust be 
experienced w

ith all t the senses and that 
architectural education is fundam

entally 
Socratic. W

e seek dialogue and exchange not 
only w

ith other cultures, but w
ant to learn 

on site from
 the locality itself and thus try 

experiences into an architectural language 
and thus enhancing the ow

n toolbox.
4_archive of m

em
ory : Stands for 

intercultural learning to discover «the 
foreign» and to recognise the fam

iliar and 
the ow

n roots at the sam
e tim

e: building up 
an archive of m

em
ory in m

ixed international 
groups m

eans to question the personal view
 

and integrate it in a collective m
em

ory.
5_com

m
unity : Living and w

orking together 
opens the possibility of delving deeply 
into the daily life and experiencing the 
local culture from

 w
ithin. The intensity of 

shared m
om

ents creates friendships across 
national borders and lays the foundation 
for a sustainable personal netw

ork and 

the colours 
of our 
nations 
create the 
annual flag 
of the flying 
classroom

FLY
IN

G
 C

L
A

SSR
O

O
M

 page 1
The flying classroom

 is back! w
ith a new

 
topic, ‘H

A
B

ITAT’, students and professors 
traveled the A

m
zone region.

C
L

IM
AT

E
 &

 C
U

LT
U

R
E

 page 2
Look up on w

hat’s behind the clim
ate and 

culture together : betw
een know

ledge and 
facts.

B
IO

C
L

IM
AT

IC
S E

L
E

M
E

N
T

S page 3
The m

ore w
e travel the m

ore w
e learn : find 

out m
ore about the bioclim

atics elem
ents in 

construction.

W
R

IT
T

E
N

 &
 B

U
IL

D
 U

P page 2
D

ive into the m
odern architecture to 

understand our standards and w
ay of 

thinking, from
 Le C

orbusier to B
ratke.

IL
H

A
 D

O
 M

A
R

A
JO

 page 4&
6

3 w
eeks of traveling : from

 B
elem

 to 
Serra do N

avio

TO
O

L
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R
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H
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 FU
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U
R

E
 page 6 

To get to know
 the construction principle to 

learn for tom
orrow...

... w
e get to know

 the village of the 
R

odrigues fam
ily through the fam

ily 
relationships of our U

N
IFA

P project 
partner in M

acapá, Prof A
na K

. R
odrigues. 

The village im
presses w

ith its clear urban 
settlem

ent structure consisting of 9 houses, 
a church, a sm

all school, a football pitch 
and, since Septem

ber 2024, a new
 large 

school that provides schooling for a larger 
catchm

ent area. Fishing, tim
ber extraction 

and the harvesting of açaí are the m
ain 

sources of incom
e for the residents from

 four 
different generations.

The village is organised along a footbridge, 
the ‘ponte’, w

hich runs parallel to the river. 
Perpendicular to this are the ‘trapiche’, 
jetties leading to and into the w

ater, w
hich 

lead directly to the sm
all boats. The houses 

w
ith loggias and verandas are orientated 

tow
ards the ponte. B

ehind them
, various 

room
s are lined up along a corridor. The 

kitchen is positioned across the entire w
idth 

of the  
house and its air-perm

eable 
board panelling ensures a constant exchange 
of air. 
Ventilation and shading are key features of 
the architecture on the A

m
azon. Instead of 

w
indow

 glass, shutters w
ith louvres let in 

light and air. The roofs are cantilevered to 
protect the façades not only from

 rain but 
also from

 the sun. Loggias form
 shaded 

spaces to spend tim
e during the day and in 

the tw
ilight hours. The façades and interiors 

are often painted in colour and take up 
num

erous m
etaphors from

 shipbuilding.
The pile dw

ellings respond to the location:  

‘O
 rio com

m
anda a vida’ 

‘The river determ
ines life’.The fam

ily 
relationships allow

 us to experience the 
everyday life of the R

ibeirinhos, the 
inhabitants of the A

m
azon, at first hand. To 

sleep, w
e retire to ‘our’ A

m
azon steam

er, 
w

hich is m
oored at the m

ain jetty. 
The nights on board in the ham

m
ock, close 

together and yet alone, not only reveal the 
breathtaking beauty of the rainforest from

 
the w

ater, but also represent a journey 
through tim

e and history: a com
pletely 

different w
orld, foreign and unknow

n 
to everyone! A

nd yet a distance that 
sim

ultaneously creates so m
uch closeness 

that the experience leaves such a deep 
im

pression on us that there are actually no 
w

ords for it.
Vocriam
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The shared journey, new
 encounters, blue 

table talks, as m
uch as

discussions am
ong and w

orking together 
in internationally m

ixed groups enable new
 

perspectives w
hich hopefully transcend 

our know
n horizons. Proceeding this w

ay 
architecture can be experienced in its 
cultural, social, historical and geographical 
context.
flying classroom

 enables an encounter on eye 
level. 
flying classroom

 seeks a Socratic w
ay of 

approach and discussion. 
flying classroom

 stands for an intercultural 
dialogue.

«W
hen w

e travel, w
e are like a film

 at the 
m

om
ent of exposure; it is our m

em
ory 

that will develop the experience»
M

ax Frisch 1911-1991
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an and french students 
To the professors.

H
T

W
G

 
K

o
n

stan
z 

M
yriam

 
G

autschi 
| 

N
adine 

Scheider | Laura Froschle | Em
ilia H

ertw
eck | Lena 

Buck | Anna-Lena Ellw
ein | Laurin Theobald | E

N
S

A
 

Lyo
n Alexandra Petit | Loana Vibert | Julie Bouché 

| Sabine Al D
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1 Kästner, Erich: D

as fliegende Klassenzim
m

er. Atrium
 Verlag, 

   Zürich, 1933
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on-site-appointm
ent». Every space, inside 

or outside, in the m
iddle of now

here or 
in the labyrinth of a city w

ill becom
e an 

outstanding teaching space. flying classroom
 

learns in situ as w
ell as from

 the site itself.
2_blue | green table talks : The personal 
encounter and the dialogue on eye level, 
sitting together at the blue table are 
fundam

ental to flying classroom
. W

hilst 
hoosing a space for the table, the site 
becom

es a lecture hall allow
ing to invite 

to dive deeply into the respective cultural 
understanding of space.
1_journey : A

 journey m
eans leaving the 

com
fort zone and opening up to the unknow

n 
to rethink the w

ell-know
n. Erich K

ästner 
w

rites: „The teaching m
ethod becom

es an 

our hosts as blue table guests. M
eeting 

personalities from
 different professions, 

m
eans to learn about their background, 

their m
otivation, their w

ay of thinking and 
w

orking.
3_learn to see: to transform

 : Learning to 
see through the eyes of the other w

ith respect 
and dedication. Focusing on a contem

porary 
topic of the local architectural discussing 
or highlighting the G

enius Loci in sm
all 

projects is a m
ethod to transform

 ow
n 

In 2012, flying classroom
 w

as founded as 
a cooperation betw

een Escola da C
idade 

Sao Paulo and H
TW

G
 K

onstanz. For 10 
years, students and teachers from

 different 
cultures have travelled, w

orked and lived 
together every year to discover new

 things 
and at the sam

e tim
e learn to see through the 

eyes of the other. A
n exchange at eye level 

evolved, w
eaving a w

eb of relationships 
and friendships. Flying classroom

 is based 
on the shared principle that space m

ust be 
experienced w

ith all t the senses and that 
architectural education is fundam

entally 
Socratic. W

e seek dialogue and exchange not 
only w

ith other cultures, but w
ant to learn 

on site from
 the locality itself and thus try 

experiences into an architectural language 
and thus enhancing the ow

n toolbox.
4_archive of m

em
ory : Stands for 

intercultural learning to discover «the 
foreign» and to recognise the fam

iliar and 
the ow

n roots at the sam
e tim

e: building up 
an archive of m

em
ory in m

ixed international 
groups m

eans to question the personal view
 

and integrate it in a collective m
em

ory.
5_com

m
unity : Living and w

orking together 
opens the possibility of delving deeply 
into the daily life and experiencing the 
local culture from

 w
ithin. The intensity of 

shared m
om

ents creates friendships across 
national borders and lays the foundation 
for a sustainable personal netw

ork and 

the colours 
of our 
nations 
create the 
annual flag 
of the flying 
classroom

FLY
IN

G
 C

L
A

SSR
O

O
M

 page 1
The flying classroom

 is back! w
ith a new

 
topic, ‘H

A
B

ITAT’, students and professors 
traveled the A

m
zone region.

C
L

IM
AT

E
 &

 C
U

LT
U

R
E

 page 2
Look up on w

hat’s behind the clim
ate and 

culture together : betw
een know

ledge and 
facts.

B
IO

C
L

IM
AT

IC
S E

L
E

M
E

N
T

S page 3
The m

ore w
e travel the m

ore w
e learn : find 

out m
ore about the bioclim

atics elem
ents in 

construction.

W
R

IT
T

E
N

 &
 B

U
IL

D
 U

P page 2
D

ive into the m
odern architecture to 

understand our standards and w
ay of 

thinking, from
 Le C

orbusier to B
ratke.

IL
H

A
 D

O
 M

A
R

A
JO

 page 4&
6

3 w
eeks of traveling : from

 B
elem

 to 
Serra do N

avio

TO
O

L
S FO

R
 T

H
E

 FU
T

U
R

E
 page 6 

To get to know
 the construction principle to 

learn for tom
orrow...

... w
e get to know

 the village of the 
R

odrigues fam
ily through the fam

ily 
relationships of our U

N
IFA

P project 
partner in M

acapá, Prof A
na K

. R
odrigues. 

The village im
presses w

ith its clear urban 
settlem

ent structure consisting of 9 houses, 
a church, a sm

all school, a football pitch 
and, since Septem

ber 2024, a new
 large 

school that provides schooling for a larger 
catchm

ent area. Fishing, tim
ber extraction 

and the harvesting of açaí are the m
ain 

sources of incom
e for the residents from

 four 
different generations.

The village is organised along a footbridge, 
the ‘ponte’, w

hich runs parallel to the river. 
Perpendicular to this are the ‘trapiche’, 
jetties leading to and into the w

ater, w
hich 

lead directly to the sm
all boats. The houses 

w
ith loggias and verandas are orientated 

tow
ards the ponte. B

ehind them
, various 

room
s are lined up along a corridor. The 

kitchen is positioned across the entire w
idth 

of the  
house and its air-perm

eable 
board panelling ensures a constant exchange 
of air. 
Ventilation and shading are key features of 
the architecture on the A

m
azon. Instead of 

w
indow

 glass, shutters w
ith louvres let in 

light and air. The roofs are cantilevered to 
protect the façades not only from

 rain but 
also from

 the sun. Loggias form
 shaded 

spaces to spend tim
e during the day and in 

the tw
ilight hours. The façades and interiors 

are often painted in colour and take up 
num

erous m
etaphors from

 shipbuilding.
The pile dw

ellings respond to the location:  

‘O
 rio com

m
anda a vida’ 

‘The river determ
ines life’.The fam

ily 
relationships allow

 us to experience the 
everyday life of the R

ibeirinhos, the 
inhabitants of the A

m
azon, at first hand. To 

sleep, w
e retire to ‘our’ A

m
azon steam

er, 
w

hich is m
oored at the m

ain jetty. 
The nights on board in the ham

m
ock, close 

together and yet alone, not only reveal the 
breathtaking beauty of the rainforest from

 
the w

ater, but also represent a journey 
through tim

e and history: a com
pletely 

different w
orld, foreign and unknow

n 
to everyone! A

nd yet a distance that 
sim

ultaneously creates so m
uch closeness 

that the experience leaves such a deep 
im

pression on us that there are actually no 
w

ords for it.
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